
Pineywoods Cattle Foundation- All about DNA testing   

What do I get from a DNA test? 

Your animal’s unique genetic code is recorded with the lab and registry. You will also receive a copy of 

the results for your personal records. 

What is the benefit in DNA testing my animals? 

In the short term- a DNA profile serves as your animal’s id. When the DNA is recorded with your 

registration you have third party evidence of that animal’s ownership. Your own copy of the DNA also 

serves as additional proof of ownership. DNA is the ONLY form of ID that cannot be disputed, altered or 

lost. It is the only TRULY permanent form of ID. 

What is parent verification? 

Once you have a DNA profile for the Dam and Sire- you can do what is call parent verification. DNA is 

tested and compared to the possible parents for confirmation. This comes in handy when you have 

multiple bulls, or just to be 100% certain who goes with whom at weaning time. When you send in the 

application you can list several bulls or Dams and the lab will tell you which one is the sire. Parent 

verification is also a great selling point when buying/selling calves as there is no question to the animal 

pedigree.  

How is a DNA test done? 

Easy! All you need is to pull out a few tail hairs from the animal you want to test. That’s it! It is a 2 

second- noninvasive sample that can practically be done in the field by one person (use good judgment 

on those grumpy old cows though!).  You send that off with your application and that’s it! 

Is there a cost? 

Yes, PCF members get a discount with the lab. The cost is $25 per test. If you are doing parent 

verification it is a separate fee for each animal being tested. That is why it is a good idea to get a head 

start when you DON’T need the tests. If you only have one bull, testing him represents 50% of you calf 

crop genetics, it is advised to test your bull straight away. After the bull if you test a few cows each year 

(or alternatively test the dam and the calf) you will soon have a full DNA profile of your breeding herd.  

Is DNA required? 

In order to remain as inclusive as possible and not lose any genetics to breed association politics, DNA 

testing is NOT required by PCF. We understand that it is confusing and unfamiliar to some, and may be 

cost prohibitive for others. Our hope is by opening the door to those that are interested in participating 

with DNA testing; we can continue to make it easier and more accessible down the road. Over time as 

more breeders test and we get more information in the system, it will make DNA testing easier, more 

functional and more up to date wit current breed registries.  


